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[image: ]David Becher is one of the most sought-after young bassists in the state. A graduate of the Colorado Contemporary Music College in Fort Collins, David maintains a busy teaching schedule and performs regularly throughout Northern Colorado and the Greater Denver Area. Adept at fretted, fretless and upright bass, David is also at ease playing a variety of styles including rock, pop, jazz, fusion, classic and contemporary country, and Western swing. Local luminaries Bard Hoff, Don Miller and the Roping Dummies, The Jurrasicasters, Taylor Mesple, Jennifer Lane, and The Tom Barbour Trio have all called on David’s talents in performance. Additionally, he played at the New West Fest and the Snowy Range Music Festival with Dave Beegle and Michaela Rae; at the Grizzly Rose with Rightfully Accused; and was recently featured at the first Mile High Art & Jazz Festival with Real To Reel.

“The first time I met up with Steve, we played one song and I realized that there was some magic happening,” David recalls. “Steve Ivey was there too the next time, and seeing them play together — it was just the best. Playing with them has been comfortable and amazing from the start.” David feels that joining the band is a significant boost to his career. “This is a very professional band with seasoned players and great chemistry, and really strong originals, too.”



		



				

							
			×			
		
	






	

				

				

		

				
			[image: ]Tom Capek is well-known in Colorado musical circles and beyond as a performance artist and session musician, as well as being a composer, arranger, and producer extraordinaire. He studied with Mike Longo (pianist and arranger for Dizzy Gillespie) in New York City, and received training from Rensselaer Polytechnic as well as the Manhattan School of Music. Tom has performed and/or recorded with Dotsero, Nelson Rangell, Chris Daniels, Lannie Garrett, The Samples, Images, Chuck Pyle, Peter Kater, The Colorado Springs Symphony, The National Repertory Orchestra, and others. As a session keyboardist, Tom’s work can be heard on releases also featuring the B-3 legend Joey Defrancesco, Dixie Dregs bass player Dave Larue, and Steve Morse Band drummer Van Romaine, among others. Tom is the resident composer, keyboardist, and engineer at the renowned Colorado Sound studios in Denver, where his work for recording artists across genres and for corporate clients such as PBS is internationally recognized — not only with industry awards, but also on the Billboard charts.

“My musical history with Steve goes back a long way,” Tom says. “It’s clear that Steve really loves what he does for a living, and he has a gift of being able to read a crowd and tailor a show to what they need and want. Steve’s originals are heartfelt and tell wonderful stories. I love the variety of music he has under his belt: blues, rock ‘n roll, standards, R&B stuff, and contemporary hits. That’s what the band’s strength is about–when we mix it up, it’s not half-baked. We do it really well, and it comes across.”
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			[image: ]Colorado native Steve Ivey started playing drums and piano at age 7, and by high school had such a command of advanced classical repertoire that Juilliard offered him their highest available scholarship. At UNC Greeley, the Lab Band earned three Grammy awards for best college band performance with Steve on drum set by the time he finished his Master’s degree. He then studied with Afro-Cuban superstar Alex Acuña in L.A. before returning to Denver, where he became known as the region’s first-call commercial session drummer. He also recorded and toured extensively with Grammy-winner Nelson Rangell, the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band, and James Taylor. Steve was the first house drummer for Boulder’s eTown radio program, and worked the internationally syndicated production for 13 years. Steve estimates he has recorded over 100 internationally and nationally released records as a sideman and played with approximately 500 artists including The Indigo Girls, Bonnie Raitt, Shawn Colvin, Lyle Lovett, David Wilcox, Los Lobos, Tim and Mollie O’Brien, and Jimmy Buffett.

Steve says, “Steve Manshel brings a youthful energy and approach to music, and that’s what I’m into. Sometimes in playing with other guys, it just lays there like a dead raccoon in the road! I’m interested in making great music with great people, and continuing to grow as a musician, and that’s why I love working with Steve and this band. The musicians are great, the people are great, and the energy is great.”
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			[image: ]Anneke Toomey has been playing the piano since the age of four, and has a wide-ranging background in classical, jazz, blues, rock, and pop styles. Her musicianship has garnered compliments from musical greats including the celebrated Israeli classical pianist Benjamin Hochman and Aerosmith frontman Steven Tyler. In addition to her current work with the Steve Manshel Band, she freelances as a musical director, vocal coach and accompanist. Anneke holds a Bachelor’s of Music degree in classical piano performance from the University of North Florida in Jacksonville, where she studied with Gary Smart, an NEA- and Fulbright-supported American composer; she debuted a set of his compositions in 2012. She held the piano chair in UNF’s Jazz Ensemble 1 for dates around Florida, and as headliners for the 2009 Savannah Jazz Festival. Some of the musicians who most influenced her with whom she’s played are the Memphis-born blues diva Sandra Wright, Thundering Herd veterans Scott Mullett (tenor sax) who also played with Artie Shaw’s Band and was former Musical Director for Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines, and Dave Shapiro (bass), who also played with Chet Baker and Anita O’Day.

“Steve and these guys in the band are so talented, they have such extensive touring and recording experience — it’s a joy and an honor to share the stage with them. Even when we play covers, it’s not ‘just another cover band,’ there’s more to it,” she says. “We love working together and I think it shows!”
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